
Our Philosophy 
 

At Caves Beach Uniting Preschool we acknowledge and recognise the Aboriginal 
Custodians of the land the Awabakal People past, present and future.  Embedded in our 
daily practice we share their values in respecting and nurturing the beautiful environment 
in which we reside.  

Our Preschool is a valuable extension of each family and we welcomingly and inclusively 
embrace the gifts, differences and individuality that families bring to our learning 
community. We strongly believe families are the first, and foremost teacher in their child’s 
life.  

We recognise the importance of collaboration with families and forming respectful, secure 
and reciprocal relationships built on trust and communication. We strive to share each 
family’s vision to guide their child in reaching their full potential through a nurturing and 
stimulating learning environment. We are committed to helping children build foundations 
and acquire skills for life-long learning.  

We believe in and are advocates for the rights of all children. Democracy, social justice 
and equality are consistently evident in our interactions with children. Children’s rights are 
paramount.  

We foster the belief that all children are capable, competent, independent and intelligent 
and we support them to become resilient, autonomous and self-confident.  

We believe in the importance of teaching children to have respect for themselves, others 
in the community and of the world in which they live; so that they grow to be adults that 
are respectful and respected members of society. 

As dedicated educators and staff we share a holistic vision and commitment to building 
lasting relationships and partnerships with each other, children, families, and the wider 
community.  

We value and believe in self-improvement, reflective practice and professional 
development in maintaining a forward-thinking approach to pedagogy and best practice in 
early childhood education. The importance of ongoing research, evaluation and teamwork 
is embedded into our daily practices. Our role as designers of innovative learning 
environments and facilitators of relationships supports all children, fostering their quest for 
knowledge and discovery. 

We strive to be a preschool of excellence for early childhood education within our 
community by ensuring that we operate within the guidelines set down by governing and 
professional bodies.   

The program is governed by the Early Years Framework (EYLF). The program continually 
reflects children actively constructing their own learning. It is a powerful method of 
communication between children, educators and families.  
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We are committed to a play-based curriculum and value children’s learning as dynamic, 
complex and holistic.  

Written and visual documentation, family input and children’s ideas are valued in all 
aspects of our program. We visually represent and celebrate the knowledge children 
construct. 

As educators we support children in developing a sense of agency and embrace and 
celebrate the uniqueness and diversity of all children and families, helping children find 
their voice and discover their own sense of belonging, being and becoming.   

Nurture through Nature - We believe in a sense of wonder, belonging to and sharing a 
love of the natural environment. Developing an appreciation for living things is critical for 
young children to develop lifelong respect and proactive attitudes towards caring for and 
protecting all things living and the environment in which they reside.  We value and foster 
authentic connections with our preschool flora and fauna, especially our preschool pets. 
Your child will experience and develop ongoing caring relationships with living things 
based on respect, companionship and peer learning. 

Sustainability practices are embedded into our routines and rituals, fostering the children’s 
positive connections, care and respect for their natural and constructed environment. We 
value the importance of empowering children so that they develop a deep understanding 
of the impact of human activity on the environment and our connectedness to the land. 

The importance of children’s health and physical wellbeing is paramount. We instil positive 
attitudes towards exercise, nutrition and healthy lifestyle choices. We value the 
importance of being in-tune with children’s feelings and thoughts ensuring that they are 
safe, secure and supported. Once children have developed a confident sense of wellbeing 
we support, role model and encourage children to engage in “safe” risk-taking 
conversations and play. This form of play allows children to develop a realistic 
understanding of the world in which they live and in return learn to manage challenges, 
be critical and carful thinkers, assess potential dangers and make safe informed decisions. 
We strongly believe that risky play has such valuable holistic benefits and instils tools for 
lifelong learning.   

Our environment is seen as the third teacher. Our flexible and vibrant space is conducive 
to collaborative play, problem solving and hands-on investigation. We create inclusive 
learning spaces that are rich in wonder, curiosity and imagination.  We believe that our 
children should be outdoors as much as indoors and need large blocks of uninterrupted 
play in an aesthetically pleasing, well designed and organised indoor-outdoor 
environment. 

Thank you to all the Children, Families, Staff and Management Committee of Caves Beach Uniting Preschool for 

sharing your thoughts in the review our 2018 Preschool Philosophy.  
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